
THE  BY ZANT I N E  EM P I R E  



After the fall of the Roman Empire two new regions were created, the Byzantine 

Empire in the East and the Middle Ages in the West. In the East, the Byzantine 

Empire was a wealthy and powerful center for trade. During the reign of Emperor 

Justinian, the Byzantines developed an important law code (the Justinian Code), 

extended its territory, promoted learning, and preserved Greco-Roman culture. 

Difference between Christians in Eastern and Western Europe divided the Christian 

Church into Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox denominations.  



Constantinople was a 
wealthy trade city located 

between the Mediterranean 
& Black Seas 



THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE VS. THE ROMAN EMPIRE 

■ Citizens in the Byzantine Empire thought of themselves as 
Romans & they shared some similarities with the Roman 
Empire: 
– The Byzantine Empire kept alive Greco-Roman (Greece 

and Rome) culture 
– Constantinople was a  

center for learning  
where schools taught  
philosophy, medicine, 
 Greek and Latin  
grammar, geometry 

 
 



SIMILARITIES BETWEEN THE BYZANTINE 

AND ROME 
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• Constantinople used Roman-style  architecture such 
as arches & domes 

• Byzantine cities had forums for trade & arenas to entertain 
citizens 

Sporting 
Arenas 



BYZANTINE LEADERS– JUSTINIAN 

• Both the Roman & Byzantine Empires were ruled by  
emperors who had absolute power over the empire  

• Justinian was the most famous Byzantine Emperor 
• About 50 years after the fall of Rome, Byzantine Emperor Justinian 

came to power & began reconquering Roman territories 
•  To oversee his new empire, Justinian ordered legal experts to 

consolidate old Roman laws into a single law code 

• The Justinian Code served as the legal basis for criminal justice, marriage, 
property, slavery, & women’s rights 

• The law code became one of the most important legacies of the Byzantine 
Empire & served as the basis for laws for the next 900 years 

• In addition to expanding the empire & creating a uniform set of laws, 
Emperor Justinian also began large building projects 
• He ordered the construction of the Hagia Sophia to show the 

importance of the church He built hospitals aqueducts, public baths, 
schools, & courts  

• Justinian’s wife Theodora had a lot of power & influence in the Byzantine Empire: 

• She met with & wrote to foreign leaders, advised Justinian & helped him pass 
laws, and encouraged building of Christian cathedrals.  

 
 

 



CH INA  



CHINESE EMPIRES  
 THE BIG PICTURE 

China experienced a golden age during the Post-Classical era. Under the Song 

and Tang Dynasties, China developed a series of innovations such as 

gunpowder, magnetic compass, vaccinations, and moveable-type printing. 

These innovations spread through Asia and Europe as merchants traded 

with China.  In a surprising move, the Chinese under the Ming Dynasty 

end their strict isolation and begin a brief wave of overseas voyages led by 

explorer Zheng He.  



CHINESE EMPIRES  

Government in China was based upon the 

dynastic cycle: 

One ruling family (a “dynasty”) gains the 

“mandate of heaven” then rules until the 

dynasty grows weak & is over-thrown 

 



THE ZHOU DYNASTY –  1027 – 256B.C. 

• Zhou rulers believed in the Mandate of Heaven 

• Zhou rulers used a system of Feudalism (much like 
Middle Age Europeans) to control the vast empire 

• Roads and canals were built to stimulate trade 

• Coined money was introduced which further improved 
trade 

• Blast furnaces that produced cast iron were 
developed. 

• The Zhou used iron to create weapons and tools 

 

 



THE QIN DYNASTY – 221 B.C. – 202 B.C. 

• Shi Huangdi ruled the Qin China with a 
powerful army.  Doubled the size of the 
empire.  Strict legalist ruler. 

• Built over 4,000 miles of roads, 
standardization of weights and 
measurements, writing, law and currency.   

• Irrigation projects increased farm 
projection and trade blossomed 

• Development of the Great Wall of China to 
protect China from invaders from the 
North 

• Peasants were forced to work on the Great 
Wall. 

 

 
 



THE HAN DYNASTY – A CLASSICAL 
CIVILIZATION 

200 B.C – A.D. 220 
• During the Han Dynasty, China became  

a “classical civilization” marked by its advanced gov’t, trade, & technology 

• Chinese emperors added thousands of gov’t workers (called bureaucrats) to collect taxes, 
enforce laws, & oversee building projects  

• Han kings built a powerful army & expanded into Asia to form what is considered to be 
China’s first empire  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In order to gain one of the  
130,000 gov’t jobs, citizens had  

to pass a civil service exam 

Exams were based  
on Confucian teachings 



HAN CHINA  
Chinese technologies became advanced, especially silk & 
paper making. Paper made books cheaper & increased 

literacy in China  

http://www.scullard.fsnet.co.uk/chinese papermaking.htm


HAN CHINA  
The desire for Chinese luxury goods led to the Silk Road 

which connected China with Indian, Persian, & 
Mediterranean societies  



L A T I N  A M E R I C A N  E M P I R E S  



During the Post-Classical era, more areas of the world 

became connected through trade and the cultural isolation 

that existed in the Foundations era became less common.  

In the Americas, a series of successful cultures including 

the Olmec, Mayans, Aztecs, and Incas built powerful 

societies with impressive innovations such as calendars, 

writing systems, roads, and temples.  



The Olmecs are often called 
the “mother culture” 

because they influenced 
other Mesoamerican 

societies 

The first American 
civilization  

were people known as 
the Olmec  

in an area known as 
Mesoamerica 

• The Olmecs developed a strong trade network in Mesoamerica that brought them great 
wealth 

• The Olmecs used their wealth to build large stone monuments & pyramids to honor their 
leaders & gods  

• Olmec trade allowed them to spread their culture to other Mesoamericans  
• For unknown reasons, the Olmec civilization declined by 400 B.C. but their cities & symbols 

influenced later cultures, especially the Mayans  
 

  
 



• While the Olmecs were in decline around 400 B.C., the Mayans were evolving 
&borrowed many Olmec ideas. 

• Government: Mayans were divided into individual city-states ruled by king-
gods  

• Economy: The Mayan economy was based on trade &  farming maize, beans 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Religion: Mayans were 

polytheistic & offered 

their blood, food, & 

sometimes human 

sacrifices to please the 

gods  

• Technology: Mayans 

invented a writing 

based on pictures 

called glyphs, an 

accurate 365-day 

calendar, & advanced 

temples 



After the decline of 
the Mayans, the 

Aztecs were 
developing in 

present-day Mexico  
Around 1200, Aztecs 
arrived in Mexico & 

built their city 
Tenochtitlan in 1325 

The Aztecs 

• Government: The Aztecs formed a massive empire, controlled it through 38 provinces, & 

received tribute from conquered peoples 

• Religion: Aztecs worshipped many gods, especially the sun god & made thousands of human 

sacrifices each year 

• Economy: They survived on tribute & farming; They built “floating gardens” (chinampas)  

• Technology: Like the Mayans, the Aztecs developed an accurate calendar & built advanced 

temples.  
• But, the true demise of the Aztecs came when the Spanish discovered America  & conquered the Aztecs  

• Around 1500 A.D., the Aztecs began to decline; A century of brutal rule over the provinces & millions 

of human sacrifices led to revolts 

 

 

 

 



• While the Aztecs ruled Mexico, the 
Incas began to dominate the area 
of the Andes Mountains of South 
America 

• Many Incan cities like Machu 
Picchu & Cuzcu were built in the 
mountains 

• Religion: The Inca were 
polytheistic & offered llamas & 
food (but not humans) to the gods  

• Economy: The Incan gov’t 
controlled the economy & required 
all citizens to farm for the good of 
the empire 

• Technology: Inca innovations 
included quipu, a means of record 
keeping involving knotted ropes as 
well as an extensive system of 
roads & suspension bridges 

• In the 1520s, a civil war divided & 
weakened the Incan Empire;  Ten 
years later Spanish conquistadors 
conquered the empire 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Incas 



M O N G O L  E M P I R E  



 
 China experienced a golden age during the Post-Classical era. Under the 

Song and Tang Dynasties, China developed a series of innovations such as 

gunpowder, magnetic compass, vaccinations, and moveable-type printing. 

These innovations spread through Asia and Europe as merchants traded 

with China.  In a surprising move, the Chinese under the Ming Dynasty 

end their strict isolation and begin a brief wave of overseas voyages led by 

explorer Zheng He.  The Post-Classical era as Genghis Khan and the 

Mongols conquered most of Asia and created the largest land continuous 

empire in world history. During the era of Mongol rule, known as the Pax 

Mongolica, the Silk Road was protected and central Asia experienced a 

long era of peace and prosperity. 



The Mongols were among the 
numerous nomadic tribes 
who lived in Central Asia  

The Mongols lived in the harsh climate of the Eurasian 
steppe, an area with little rain & extreme temperatures  

Mongol life centered on herding animals, 
especially horses 

Mongols lived as nomadic clans, constantly 
searching for better pasture lands  

As a result of their lifestyle, the Mongols 
were tough warriors who occasionally 

raided nearby settlements 



• From 1200 to 
1206, a clan 
leader named 
Genghis Khan 
unified the 
Mongols 

• Genghis Khan 
built a 
powerful 
Mongol army 
& began a 21-
year conquest 
of Eurasia  
 

Mongol soldiers were excellent horsemen; 
Used the horse saddle to shoot arrows while 

riding 

Genghis was a brilliant military organizer & 
strategist, but his greatest tactic was terror & 

fear 



After the death of Genghis 
Khan, the Mongol Empire was 
divided into 4 major khanates 

each ruled by a son or 
grandson of Genghis   

But the most 
significant khanate 

was the Mongol rule 
over China  

In 1279, Genghis’ grandson 
Kublai Khan became the first 
foreign  leader to rule China  

• Kublai Khan began a new era in China called the Yuan Dynasty  

• Kublai enjoyed Chinese culture so much that he moved the Mongolian capital to China 

• But, he excluded the Chinese from serving in high gov’t offices & relied on foreigners to serve in 

his government  

• Under Kublai, foreign trade with China increased due to the Pax Mongolica  

• He built roads & extended the Grand Canal to help improve transportation in China 

•  In 1275, a European merchant named Marco Polo visited Kublai Khan’s court  

• Kublai was so impressed with Marco Polo that he employed him in the  

Yuan gov’t for 17 years 

• When Marco Polo returned to Italy in 1292, his stories of China increased European demand 

for Asian trade  

 

 

 

 



I N D I A N  EM P I R E S  



Between 303 BC and AD 535, the Indian Empire flourished under the rule of 

two powerful dynasties., the Mauryan and Gupta dynasties.  It is during this 

time that we see the Indian Empire grow to its greatest extent, the adoption 

and spread of Buddhism, a rebirth of  Hinduism, and great achievement in the 

arts, religious thoughts, and science. In addition, during what as known as the 

classical time period, India saw an expansion in trade and commerce by land 

(The Silk Road) and by sea. 



THE MAURYAN EMPIRE – INDIA’S FIRST 

DYNASTY 

• Chandragupta Maurya became king of 

India in 321 BC, created a vast army, & 

conquered new lands 

• Chandragupta’s empire controlled most of 

the Indian subcontinent  

• Chandragupta divided his empire into 

provinces each ruled by a local prince 

 

 



THE MAURYAN EMPIRE – INDIA’S FIRST 

DYNASTY 

• In 269 B.C., King Asoka took over & 
expanded the Mauryan Empire to its 
greatest extent 

• During his wars of expansion, Asoka 
converted to Buddhism 

• Buddhism spread as a result of Asoka’s 
influence 

• Asoka developed new  
policies of tolerance & nonviolence for 
his empire 

• After Asoka’s death, the Mauryan Empire 
declined & was replaced by the Gupta 
Empire  

 

 

 



THE GUPTA EMPIRE – INDIA’S 2ND EMPIRE 

• Chandra Gupta formed the Gupta Empire in 
320 A.D. & expanded the empire 

•  India experienced a “golden age” during the 
Gupta Empire & became a “classical empire” 

• Indian astronomers were the first to discover 
that the earth was round  

• Mathematicians invented modern numerals, 
zero, pi, & the decimal system  

• Merchants sold exotic spices & silks to  
people in the Mediterranean world  

 

 

 

 

 



I S L A M I C  E M P I R E  



From the leadership of Muhammad to the Abbasid Empire, the Islamic faith 

spread and had a lasting impact on the areas where it was introduced.  

Because of increasing trade contacts between new areas, the flow of 

goods, ideas and religions reached a new height during this period.  

Islamic achievements in science and mathematics improved upon the 

ideas of the classical cultures that came before.  One of the regions most 

changed by the introduction of Islam was Africa, especially in Sub-

Saharan Africa where many traditional customs blended with the cultures 

of their Islamic neighbors.  By the year 850 A.D., Islam spread so far that 

three continents were altered by its introduction. Today, Islam is the 

fastest growing world religion with over 1.2 billion followers.  



• Around 600 AD, a new monotheistic religion began called Islam: The faith was founded by the prophet 

Muhammad. His followers, called Muslims, spread Islam throughout the Middle East, Africa, Asia, & 

Europe. Muhammad was born in Mecca in 570 into a poor clan, was orphaned at a young age, & was 

raised by his grandparents. As an adult, Muhammad became an honest & successful merchant.  
• Muhammad’s work brought him into contact with Jewish & Christian merchants. In 610, Muhammad 

was told by the angel Gabriel that he was a prophet sent to Earth by God. He began preaching a new 
monotheistic faith called Islam (“surrender to God”)  

 

 

 

The Arabian Peninsula  
is a desert region with 

little fertile soil or 
farming 

Most Arabs lived 
in desert tribes 

which were 
centered around 
families & were 
ruled by clans  

Arabia was not 
united under a 
single gov’t, but 
Arabs did have a 

common language 
(Arabic) 

Most Arabs were polytheistic  

One of the wealthiest trade cities in 
Arabia was Mecca  

Mecca was also a 
religious city; The 
Ka’aba was a cube 
that held statues of 
hundreds of gods  

Arabs made pilgrimages to 
Mecca to visit the Ka’aba  

Islam and 

Muhammad 



 Followers of Islam are called Muslims who believe in one God, 

called Allah  

 Allah is the same God worshiped by Jews & Christians  

 Muslims believe Muhammad was the last of  God’s prophets  

 
1. The first Pillar of Faith is shahadah, the profession 

(declaration) of faith. To show belief  in one God and in 

Muhammad's prophethood, a Muslim says, "There is no 

god but God, and Muhammad is the messenger of  

God."  

2. The second Pillar of Faith is salat, daily ritual 

prayer. Throughout Muslim communities, people 

are called to prayer five times a day: at dawn, noon, 

midday, sunset, and after nightfall. 

 

3. The third Pillar of Faith is zakat or 

almsgiving (giving to those in need).  

4. The fourth Pillar of Faith is siyam, or 

fasting (going without food).  

5. The fifth Pillar of Faith is hajj, the pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca. All adult Muslims who 

can do so are expected to make the hajj once during their lifetime. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=five+pillars+of+islam&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=aDfRIyqSRn3U-M&tbnid=7m4seIJFTQYMVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://nataliesreblog.blogspot.com/2011_10_01_archive.html&ei=qclRUZXRCpC49gTIloHYCg&bvm=bv.44158598,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNF1HZnY-DFoEuSZ2t2e2MLn0rGBpw&ust=1364400929839934
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Islam&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=qIBLMY4Bab4FDM&tbnid=G44A67VgTpbhkM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.mrdowling.com/605-islam.html&ei=6slRUYXBL5D29gTb-4CABw&bvm=bv.44158598,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNHhR6Lja4CvobralIvPm0-hCoslKA&ust=1364400999190379
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Islam&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=WNK8mZRRaI0ZlM&tbnid=wrpU79hweHU3UM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://rantswithintheundeadgod.blogspot.com/2013/02/islam-and-secret-of-monotheism.html&ei=EctRUb__Jo-89QTaroHICQ&bvm=bv.44158598,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNHhR6Lja4CvobralIvPm0-hCoslKA&ust=1364400999190379


• When Muhammad  died in 632, the Muslim 
community elected a new leader called a caliph 
(“successor”) 

• The first 4 caliphs all knew Muhammad & promised to 
stay true to the Qur'an & Muhammad’s message 

 
• The first caliph was Muhammad’s friend & father-in-law, Abu Bakr: His goal was to keep 

Muslims united under his gov’t (“caliphate”). His used jihad to control & expand the Muslim 
empire.  

• After Ali’s death in 661 led to a civil war for control of the empire: The clan that came  

to power started the Umayyad Empire. But the rise of the Umayyads led to a division in Islam.  

 During the Rightly Guided Caliphates,  
the Islamic Empire expanded “Dar-

al-Islam”  
(the areas where Islam is practiced)  

The caliphs used the 
Shari'ah  

(laws of Islam) to 
govern the empire   

 

The caliphate never forced 
non-Muslims  

to convert, especially “People 
of the Book”  

& allowed religious tolerance 
as long as taxes were paid to 

the empire  

 



Islamic Achievements 
Architecture 

Mosques – an important type of building was the 

mosque, the Muslim house of worship.  

Education 
The common use of the Arabic 

language helped promote learning. 

 

Science and Technology 
Muslim scholars made great advances in astronomy. 

Muslims restored old irrigation systems, built dams 

and aqueducts and used waterwheels to help the 

water supply. 

Geography and Navigation 
Muslim scholars examined plants and animals 

in different regions and divided the world into 

climate zones. They created extremely 

accurate maps that include trade routes and 

information about lands under Muslim rule. 

Travelers, like Ibn Battuta, recorded 

information about their journeys all over the 

Muslim lands and beyond. 

 



Islamic Achievements 
Mathematics 

Muslims based their work in math 

in part on ideas from India and 

classical Greece. Algebra helped 

popularize Arabic numerals in 

Europe and spread the concept of 

zero. In fact, the word zero comes 

from an Arabic word meaning 

“something empty”. 

Medicine 
Muslims established the world’s first 

hospitals and based their knowledge 

on the works of ancient Greece, 

Mesopotamia and Egypt. 

Doctors treated ailments through 

drugs, diet and exercise. They also 

performed operations and used 

stitches after surgeries. 

 Bookmaking and Literature 
Muslims learned how to make paper from the 

Chinese and began making lots of  books. Baghdad 

had over 100 bookshops. Arab and Persian stories, 

poetry and prose were collected into books. A 

famous example is A Thousand and One Arabian 
Nights . 

 

Art and Music 
Calligraphy, the art of beautiful handwriting, 

was considered to be the best art form of the 

day. Textiles and music were two other 

influential ways that Muslim art developed 

during the period. 

 

Recreation 
Polo – Borrowed from the Persians, polo is a sport in 

which teams on horseback use mallets (wooden sticks) 

to strike a ball through a goal. 

Chess – Was probably invented in India and borrowed 

from the Persians, but this game of skill was spread 

across Muslim lands and introduced into Europe. 
 





During the period from 1750-1914, the world saw a lot of major changes around the 

globe.  As Europeans began to experience the wealth of the Age of Exploration and 

Absolutism, their role in non-European areas increased greatly.  This changing role of 

Europeans would begin to have ripple effects in Asia.  In Asia, the advancements in 

gunpowder technology allowed the Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal Empires to emerge 

and become powerful. Each of these Muslim “Gunpowder” Empires experienced a 

period of prosperity and cultural flourishing.  Meanwhile, China saw its population 

explode with the introduction of American crops and long standing patterns of trade 

and culture continued under the rule of Kangxi during the Qing Dynasty.  In nearby 

Japan, local landowners called daimyos created a feudal system of loyal samurai 

warriors and peasant farmers.  Eventually, powerful Shogun Oda Nobunaga and 

Tokugawa Ieyasu ended feudalism, unified Japan, and began a long period of 

isolation.  



The Ottoman 
Empire 

The Safavid 
Empire 

The Mughal 
Empire 

Similarities:  
• Strong armies 
• Advanced weapons 
• Muslim 
• Organized government (bureaucracies) 
• High point of Islamic culture 
Decline: allowed newly industrialized European nations 
to dominate Asia   

 



Formed when Muslim Turks conquered the Byzantine Empire 

Greatest Sultan = Suleyman the Magnificent 

 Expanded the empire 

 Fair tax system 

 Law Code 

Religious Tolerance 

Leaders grew weak until the empire was near collapse at the start of 

WWI (1914) 

 



Unlike the Ottomans who were Sunni Muslims, the Safavids believed in Shi’a Islam & strictly 

converted the people they conquered  

Greatest ruler = Shah Abbas 

 Introduced religious toleration  

 Encouraged trade with Christians 

Empire collapsed in 1722 after Shah Abbas killed his political rivals, leaving no strong 

successors  

Safavid rulers  
were called shahs, 
using the Persian 

title for king   



• The Mughals were Muslims who descended from Turks, Afghans, & Mongols living in central Asia  

• Babur- built a strong army and expanded his empire into India 

• Akbar- Babur’s grandson.  

• Greatest achievements: religious toleration & cultural blending 

• Developed the Divine Faith 

• Created a fair tax system 

• Under his reign, art flourished  

  

 

 



Isolation led the Chinese to refer to themselves as the “Middle Kingdom”, thought of outsiders as 

barbarians, & rarely traded with foreign merchants  

Ruled by emperors who claimed the Mandate of Heaven (approval of the gods)  

Qing 

•  In 1644, northern invaders from Manchuria conquered China & created the second foreign 

dynasty in Chinese history 

•  During this era of Manchu rule, China grew to its largest size by claiming Taiwan, central 

Asia, Mongolia, & Tibet 

•  Emperor Kangxi earned Chinese respect  by keeping Confucian beliefs, lowering taxes,  

& restoring peace and prosperity to China 

 Challenges:  

•  massive population growth led to competition for land and resources 

•  missionaries and merchants traveled to China and introduced “Western” ideas 

 

 



Unique geography kept Japan isolated for foreign invaders and allowed Japan to 
develop a unique culture (did borrow ideas from China) 

Japan adopted the Chinese idea of an emperor & rule by dynasties; The first 
Japanese emperor was said to have descended from the sun goddess 

Japanese Feudalism developed as Japan fell into civil war – no strong leader 
emerged to unify the islands… 

…Until 1192, when the first shogun was named by the emperor 

 The emperor remained in place, but the shogun held real power & ruled as 
military dictators  

1560-1600, 3 leaders tried to unify Japan 

• Oda Nobunaga: seized power by force, was the first to use guns effectively, & 
eliminated Buddhist rivals that refused to accept rule by the emperor 

• Toyotomi Hideyoshi took over after Oda’s death : used political alliances, 
adoption, & marriage to gain power and attempt to unify 

• Tokugawa Ieyasu: In 1603, Tokugawa became shogun of Japan, moved to 
capital to Edo (later called Tokyo), & restored gov’t & order to Japan ruled 
until 1615, but he created a line of succession called the Tokugawa 
Shogunate that ruled Japan until 1867 economy boomed, trade improved 

• Encouraged foreign trade UNTIL foreigners refused to adhere to Japanese 
culture and  customs….then he began executing Christians and forced 
Japanese people to practice  Buddhism. 

   

 

 



RO M A N  E M P I RE  



Roman Empire 
 

Big Picture: 
While civilization began in the fertile river valleys of Asia and Africa, the first 

“classical civilizations” emerged along the Mediterranean Sea in ancient Greece and 

Rome. From a series of independent city-states, such as Athens and Sparta, Classical 

Greece achieved a high level of cultural achievement in math, science, philosophy, 

theater, and government based on democracy. This “Hellenistic” culture was spread 

by Alexander the Great who conquered the Greeks, Egyptians, and Persians. From 

the nearby Italian peninsula, the classical civilization of Rome emerged, first as a 

republic ruled by elected senators. Later, after an era of intense expansion and 

corruption, Rome became an empire led by an emperor. Like the Greeks, the 

Romans developed a series of significant achievements in government, law, 

architecture, engineering, and religion based on Christianity. Like the classical 

cultures of Gupta India and Han China, much of the “Greco-Roman” achievements 

of the classical era are still used today.  



THE GEOGRAPHY OF ROME  

Rome was located on the Italian peninsula 
along the Mediterranean Sea  

The Romans were influenced by the 
Greeks  & neighboring Etruscans  



THE ROMAN REPUBLIC 
Religion: polytheistic & based on the Greek gods (usually only the names 

changed) 

Roman writing was called Latin & was based on Greek writing  

Society was divided among 3 major groups: 

• At the top were the nobles, called patricians, who controlled most of  
the land & held key military & gov’t positions  (made up 5% of 
Roman citizens)  

• Most people were commoners, called plebeians, who were farmers, 
shopkeepers, or peasants; Plebeians paid the majority of  taxes 
(made up 95% of Roman citizens)  

• At the bottom of society were slaves & other non-Roman citizens 

Government: 
• Rome was originally ruled by kings, but in 509 B.C. the Romans 

created a republic 

• A republic is a form of government in which citizens have the power 
to elect their leaders  

• The most important feature of the republic  
was the Senate, whose 300 members were elected by citizens to make 
laws & taxes 

• In 451 B.C., government officials wrote down Rome’s  laws  onto the 
Twelve Tables which were hung in the forum for all citizens to see  

• The Twelve Tables were based on the idea that all citizens had a 
right to the protection of the law 

 

 

 

 

 



FROM REPUBLIC TO EMPIRE 
• Through the Punic Wars, Rome was able to expand, and get $, BUT: 

• The addition of new lands & sources of slave labor increased the gap between the rich & poor  

Generals who controlled the armies became more powerful than the politicians in the Senate. 

Struggles for power led to a series  of  civil wars in Rome. Julius Caesar took advantage of the 

political chaos and was named dictator in 46 B.C.  

• He initiated a series of reforms that offered Roman citizenship to conquered people & created 

new jobs was killed when Senators who  feared his power assassinated him 

• The assassination led to another civil war led by Caesar’s adopted nephew Octavian & 

his best general, Marc Antony  

• Octavian eventually emerged as the unchallenged leader of Rome, was given the title Augustus 

(“Exalted One”), & became Rome’s first emperor . Senate still met, but the emperor held the real 

power 

• Augustus’ 41 year reign marked the beginning of a 207-year era of peace, wealth, & expansion 

known as the Pax Romana (“the Roman Peace”) from 27 B.C. to 180 A.D. became the “golden 

age” of Rome as emperors like Augustus built roads &  

a merit-based bureaucracy to rule the empire  

 

 

 



ROMAN ACHIEVEMENTS 

The Romans developed innovations that are still used today because: 

• Rome’s location along the Mediterranean Sea allowed for trade & cultural diffusion 
with other cultures  

• Through cultural diffusion, the Romans borrow ideas other civilizations like the 
Greeks and improved upon these ideas   

• The wealth of the Roman Empire, especially in the Pax Romana, allowed the Romans 
to promote culture & invention  



ROMAN ARCHITECTURE 

• The Romans were tremendous 

builders who were improved upon 

Greek designs with two new 

architectural features: arches & 

domes: 

Arches – curved structures over an 

opening that can support its own 

weight – were used by the Romans 

to create enormous building like the 

Coliseum and the Pantheon. 

Domes – created open spaces in 

buildings  

• The Romans built arenas so thousands 

of people could attend “circuses” 

(entertainment events). 



ROMAN RELIGION 

Romans were initially polytheistic and required that conquered 

people show respect for their gods. 

During the Pax Romana, Christianity began and spread along the 

roads and trade routes throughout the Roman Empire.  

Early Christians were persecuted for their beliefs – some became 

martyrs who sacrificed themselves for their beliefs. 

 



ROMAN ROADS AQUEDUCTS 

• The Romans built the largest and longest-lasting  

 network of  roads in the ancient world.  

• At the height of  the empire, Roman roads stretched for 56,000 miles and included 29 major 

highways. 

• At first the roads were built to move soldiers quickly, but eventually the routes served many 

people and purposes, including trade. 

• One of  the Roman’s greatest and most practical engineering feats was the channeling of  water to 

their towns and cities 

• Roman engineers built the aqueducts to  move the cold, clear water from springs     over 250 

miles into towns. 

• Some of  the aqueducts are still standing and in use. One in Spain is a two-tiered aqueduct that is 

95 feet above the ground and is 2,388 feet long! 

 



ROMAN LANGUAGE 

• Roman conquest spread Latin through much of Europe.  
Over time, different regions in Europe developed languages 
based on Latin. 

• Languages based on Latin are known as Romance 
languages. 

• Words in the five major Romance languages often sound 
alike – for example, the Latin word for “freedom”, libertas, 
translates as liberta in Italian, liberte in French, libertad in 
Spanish, liberdade in Portuguese, and libertate in 
Romanian. 



ROMAN CALENDAR 

• The Romans began using a new solar 

calendar that was borrowed heavily 

from the Egyptian calendar and had 

been improved  by the scholars of 

Alexandria. 

• This new calendar (called the “Julian 

calendar” after Julius Caesar) had 365 

days and 1 extra day every fourth year. 

• July was named after Julius Caesar 

because it included his birthday. 



ROMAN CIVIL SERVICE  

Rome’s 1st emperor, Augustus, created several systems 

to help himself rule in enormous empire better. 

Augustus set up a civil service, with salaried, 

experienced workers to take care of the empire. 

These bureaucrats helped oversee the empire by 

keeping track of grain, the roads, the postal service 

and all other things needed to run an empire. 



THE FALL OF ROME 

The  fall of  the Roman Empire happened  in 3 major stages: 

1. An era of decline due to internal problems within Rome  

• Political Problems: the empire was too  large for one person to control, people lost their patriotism. 
Loyalty & confidence 

• Economic Problems: trade imbalance (they bought more than they sold), food shortages, inflation 

• Military Problems: weak military, generals challenged the authority of the emperor, foreign 
soldiers hired (no loyalty or patriotism) 

2. A brief period of revival due to reforms by Emperors Diocletian & Constantine 

• Diocletian: 

• To fix the military, he doubled the size of the Roman army 

• To fix the economy, he fixed prices for goods 

• To fix the lack of loyalty,  he presented himself  as a godlike emperor 

• SPLIT THE EMPIRE INTO EAST AND WEST 

• Constantine 

• To help unify Rome, he ended persecutions & converted to  Christianity 

• He moved the official capital from Rome to a new city in the East, called  Constantinople  

3. Continued decline, invasion by Germanic “barbarians”, & the conquest of  Rome 

  By 370 A.D., “barbarian” groups outside Rome, led by the Huns, began to attack  

 The weak Roman army in the West could do little to stop the invasions; By 476, Germanic barbarians 
conquered Western Rome 

 The East became the Byzantine Empire & flourished for another thousand years 

 

 

 

 

 


