
World History (Unit 11, #5)        Name ______________________________ 
          Date   ___________________  Pd ________ 

The Treaty of Versailles 
I.  The Paris Peace Conference, 1919 
A.  In 1919, representatives from 32 nations attended the ___________________________________ Conference to  write a 

____________________ to end the war  

1.  The conference was led by the “Big Four”: _______________, France, Italy, & the ___________________________  

2.  Neither ___________________ nor any of the Central Powers were allowed to attend…_______________ could not attend 
because they already quit World War I  

3.  Creating a treaty would not be easy because the major powers had different _____________________  

a.  Britain & France wanted to _____________________ Germany so it could never go to ________________ again   

b.  Britain & France wanted Germany to accept ___________________________, pay reparations, & lose all overseas 
_____________________ 

c.  U.S. President Woodrow Wilson ______________________________ the these harsh punishments for Germany 

B.  President Wilson presented his own peace proposal known as the _______________________________________  

1.  The Fourteen Points 
a.  Points 1-5:  Wilson hoped to eliminate the _______________ of WWI & called for an end to secret treaties (alliances), 

________________________________________, eliminating imperial colonies, & reducing national 
______________________  

b.  Points 6-13: Wilson suggested changing national _____________________, creating new nations, & allowing 
________________________ so that the people of each nation could decide their own form of government  

c.  Point 14: Wilson wanted a _______________________________________…that would give all nations an opportunity to 
work out their grievances without resorting to war 

2.  Wilson hoped that a League of Nations could _______________________ negotiate solutions to future conflicts 

3.  Britain & France _________________ with many of the Fourteen Points so Woodrow Wilson had to compromise 

II.  The Treaty of Versailles 
A.  The major provisions of the Versailles Treaty included:  

1.  A League of Nations that would serve as an international organization to keep ________________ among nations  

a.  The League covenant included an agreement that all member nations would _____________________________ to stop 
future acts of aggression 

b.  The League also included an ________________ of International Justice to __________________ disagreements 

2.  The terms of the treaty severely _________________________ Germany  

a.  Germany had to give up ______________ in Europe & all of its ______________________ colonies  

b.  The German military was reduced to ___________________ troops, 6 warships, __________ submarines, & could not 
___________________________________ war equipment   

 c.  Germany was forced to sign the “________________________________ clause” accepting all blame for the war & pay 
$___________________________________ in reparations to the Allies  

 

History of Europe 
between the Two 

World Wars 1918-
1942 : Europe after 

World War I 

1. In March of 1918, _______________ signed the Treaty of Brest-Litorsk, which brought an end to -
_____________ involvement in World War One. 

2. Generally speaking, what happened to the “aggressive” central powers after World War One (think land 
area)? 

 

 

3. Identify 3 new countries that were created post World War One.  

 

B.  On June 28, 1919, Germany & the major Allied Powers _____________ the Treaty of Versailles and World War I officially came 
to an end  

C.  Reactions to the Treaty of Versailles  
1.  Most nations ___________________________ the official end of World War I  

2.  But, Germans ___________________ the harsh terms & _____________________ their gov’t for signing the treaty  

3.  In the United States, reactions to the Treaty of Versailles were ____________________ 

a.  According to the U.S. Constitution, only the _________________________ can approve treaties 

b.  Many Senators __________________________ that signing the treaty & joining the League would force America to become 
involved in future __________________  

c.  As a result, the USA ________________________________________ the treaty or joined the League of Nations  

IV.  The Impact of World War I  
A.  World War I was the largest war the world had yet seen & it changed the way future wars were fought 

1.  Nations used _________________________ tactics to commit all their resources to winning, drafted soldiers, rationed, used 
___________________________  

2.  New war _______________________________ increased the rates of death & destruction to unprecedented levels  

3.  The war changed expectations for _______________________ & led to voting rights for women in many nations  

4.  ____________ million soldiers & civilians died in the war; An entire generation of Europeans was killed  
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5.  Many places in Europe were destroyed  

6.  The war devastated the economies of European nations who had little __________________ to rebuild & few ____________ to 
offer citizens  

B.  The terms of the Versailles Treaty caused problems & ______________________ in many nations, especially Germany   

1.  The Treaty of Versailles was said to be a “peace built on ____________________________”  

2.  The treaty did not address the ________________________ causes of WWI 

3.  The League of Nations did not include the _____________ & its leaders would do anything to avoid another war  

4.  High unemployment & desire for ___________________ would lead to aggressive __________________ in the 1920s & 
1930s  

Fill in the maps below based on the year (1914 or 1919).  
Label and color all of the countries from the maps on 
page 860 in your textbook.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Treaty of Versailles Negotiation Game – Teachers’ Instructions 
 

Teachers’ Instructions 
Teachers’ Instructions 
Teachers’ Instructions 
Teachers’ Instructions 
Teachers’ Instructions 
Teachers’ Instructions 
Teachers’ Instructions 
Teachers’ Instructions 

 
Lesson Plan 

a.   Pupils read about the verdicts of the Big Three on the Treaty – e.g. using the webpage 
http://www.johndclare.net/peace_treaties6.htm or page 8 of the accompanying booklet at 
http://www.johndclare.net/Word%20documents/Versailles_text.doc .   It might be useful if the pupils remind 
themselves what each of the Big 3 wanted from the peace. 

b.   Divide the class into three teams of roughly equal ability (to represent France, America and Britain).   Give them 
their country briefing sheets and the ‘Treaty of Versailles Decisions’ sheet. 

c.   Explain the nature of the game.   They are to imagine that they are negotiators at Versailles.   Of course, although 
everyone wants peace, everyone also wants to get the best deal for their country as well – and France, Britain 
and America all want very different things.   The issues that have to be decided are listed on the ‘Treaty of 
Versailles Decisions’ sheet.   What the possible decisions are (and how much their country would want them) are 
indicated by the scores + and – on the country briefing sheets.   The size of the score + or – indicates how much 
you want or don’t want that.   To get something you really want, you might be prepared to give up some of the 
issues of less importance.   Point out that some scores imagine a ‘perfect decision’ with penalties if the decision is 
for less, or more.   Point out that the average score is about 25 points, and that they are unlikely to win if they get 
a final score lower than that. 

d. Tell them how the game will proceed, with a time of country-planning, followed by a period of negotiation, 
followed by a round-table conference. 

e. Allow the pupils 5 minutes-or-so for planning in their country groups, studying the score sheet, asking you 
questions if necessary, plotting what they are going to try to get, and what they might give away if necessary. 

f. Allow time (e.g. 15 mins – more for an able class, less for a less motivated class) for negotiations with the other 
countries: ‘Will you support this?   What do you want?’ etc. 

 With about 5 minutes to go, drop in the fact that decisions MUST be unanimous. 
g. Call a whole-class conference.   Get the pupils to elect a competent chairperson, but you act as secretary.   The 

chairperson goes through the agenda, seeking proposals, soliciting explanations, and letting the meeting find a 
unanimous decision.   It may be necessary on some points to leave them and come back to them later, or even to 
adjourn the meeting for another period of negotiation.    

 Insist in unanimity, and do not allow the class to leave until all decisions are made. 
 When finished, get the 3 teams to total their points and find the winner. 
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Creating a Treaty of Versailles SCORE CARD 

Complete the following chart based upon your group decisions  
 

Topic  Britain France USA  
War Guilt  

Should this clause be included in the treaty?  
“Germany is responsible for all the damage of the war” 

Yes/No    

Army 
How many troops will Germany be allowed to maintain? 
 
How many airplanes should Germany be allowed to keep? 

Number     

Number     

Reparations 
How much money should Germany be forced to pay? 

League of Nations 
Should a League of Nations be created to maintain peace in the 
world after World War I?  

How many billion dollars    

    

Total Points     
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France – Briefing Sheet 

 

Guilt 

Proposal: Insert a clause: “Germany is responsible for all the damage of the war.”   
You want this, because it will give you the right to harm and punish Germany. 
Score: + 5 points if agreed; lose 10 points if not agreed 
 

Army 
Set the size of the German army.   (Germany needs SOME soldiers to stop internal rebellion) 
You want this to be as low as possible.   You want to make Germany as weak as possible. 
Lose 5 points for each 100,000 men agreed.   Lose 5 points for each 100 airplanes 
 
 

Reparations—Payments given to the Allies 
(Note: WWI cost $338 billion and Germany was one of four Central Powers)  
You want Germany to be as damaged as possible. 
Score +1 point for each billion dollars of reparations over $20 billion. 
 
 

League of Nations 
The League of Nations came into being after the end of World War One. The League of Nation's task was simple 
- to ensure that war never broke out again. After the turmoil caused by the Versailles Treaty, many looked to the 
League to bring stability to the world. 
America entered World War One in 1917. The country as a whole and the president - Woodrow Wilson in 
particular - was horrified by the slaughter that had taken place in what was meant to be a civilized part of the 
world. The only way to avoid a repetition of such a disaster, was to create an international body whose sole 
purpose was to maintain world peace and which would sort out international disputes as and when they 
occurred. This would be the task of the League of Nations. 

 
You believe it will be nothing but talk which will allow Germany to get away with things in the future. 
Lose 5 points if it is agreed. 
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United States  – Briefing Sheet 
 
 

Guilt 

Proposal: insert a clause: “Germany is responsible for all the damage of the 
war.”   You do not want this (Germans in America will be angry).    
Lose 2 points if it is agreed. 
 

Army 
Set the size of the German army.   You agree with the principle of disarmament, but accept that Germany needs 
SOME soldiers to stop internal rebellion. 
Lose 5 points for each 100,000 men more than 100,000, and lose 5 points for each 100 airplanes. 
 

Reparations—Payments given to the Allies     
(Note: WWI cost $338 billion and Germany was one of four Central Powers)  
You do not want to see Germany destroyed (Germans in America will be angry) 
Lose 2 points for each billion dollars of reparations over $10 billion 
 

League of Nations 
The League of Nations came into being after the end of World War One. The League of Nation's task was simple 
- to ensure that war never broke out again. After the turmoil caused by the Versailles Treaty, many looked to the 
League to bring stability to the world. 
America entered World War One in 1917. The country as a whole and the president - Woodrow Wilson in 
particular - was horrified by the slaughter that had taken place in what was meant to be a civilized part of the 
world. The only way to avoid a repetition of such a disaster, was to create an international body whose sole 
purpose was to maintain world peace and which would sort out international disputes as and when they 
occurred. This would be the task of the League of Nations. 

 
You want this more than anything else.   
Score +15 if you get it. 
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Britain – Briefing Sheet  

 

Guilt 

The public want you to insert a clause: “Germany is responsible for all the 
damage of the war.” 
Score + 5 if agreed 
 

Army 
Set the size of the German army.   You do agree with reducing the German army, but Germany needs SOME 
soldiers to stop internal rebellion, and Germany needs to be strong enough to stop Communist Russia from the 
east. 
Lose 5 points for each 100,000 men over 200,000 BUT lose 5 points for each 100,000 under 200,000. 
Airplanes are particularly worrying (Britain can be attacked) – lose 10 points for each 100 airplanes. 
 
 

Reparations—Payments given to the Allies     
(Note: WWI cost $338 billion and Germany was one of four Central Powers)  
The public demand some reparations, but reparations will damage trade.    
Score +1 for each billion dollars up to $15 billion 
Lose 1 point for each $1 billion over $15 billion 
 
Territory 
 

League of Nations 
The League of Nations came into being after the end of World War One. The League of Nation's task was simple 
- to ensure that war never broke out again. After the turmoil caused by the Versailles Treaty, many looked to the 
League to bring stability to the world. 
America entered World War One in 1917. The country as a whole and the president - Woodrow Wilson in 
particular - was horrified by the slaughter that had taken place in what was meant to be a civilized part of the 
world. The only way to avoid a repetition of such a disaster, was to create an international body whose sole 
purpose was to maintain world peace and which would sort out international disputes as and when they 
occurred. This would be the task of the League of Nations. 
 
You are not hostile, but think it will be a waste of time.   
Score 0 either way. 
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